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Newsletter 20th September 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are so happy that our oldest children have had
such afabulous time on their school journey to
Kingswood. We can’t wait to hear all their amazing
stories.

If you haven’t read page 2 of the newsletter,
please take timeto do so, it shares our priority
that being in school and having the best
attendance possible underpins all the many
benefits of school for your child,

We encourage all children to enjoy the benefit of a
healthy free school meal, however if you do
decide to provide your child with a packed lunch
we kindly remind all families that children are
required to bring in a healthy lunch which does
not include sweets or sugary drinks

Have a lovely weekend. The gates open at 8:45am.
Please support your child to arrive on time,
Children are registered as late if they arrive after
9am.

'~ Dates For Your Diary =

Tower Bridge
Monday 21st - Friday 25th October - INTERNATIONAL

WEEK & Curriculum Cafes for parents

Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November - HALF TERM
WEEK

Monday 4th November - INSET Day - School Closed
Tuesday 5th November - INSET Day - School Closed
Wednesday 13th November- Parent and Pupil Review
Meetings- school closed

Parents of year 6 children will have seen that
Secondary Schools are currently running open
day events. Please make sure you visit as many
schools as you can. The deadline for submitting
your application is 31/10/24 which is in half term.
Please speak to school staff if you need support
with the application as soon as possible. Please
find the link to make the online application:
Applying for a secondary school place -
Southwark Council

MAGNA

As you know, The Magna Groups are now running
the after school club facility for Snowsfields and
Tower Bridge pupils. Should you wish to register
your child please follow the link below for more

information. Magna Group

Robert Browning
Monday 21st - Friday 25th October - INTERNATIONAL
WEEK
23rd October- 27th October- Half Term Week
Monday 4th November- INSET DAY- School Closed
Tuesday 5th November - INSET DAY- School Closed
Wednesday 13th November- Parent and Pupil Review
Meetings- school closed
Friday 20th December- Break Up

Term Dates for 2024-2025 are on the Federation website

Term Dates — The Bridges Federation

Term time holidays will not be authorised.

Other important dates for this year can also be found on
the school website here:
Diary — The Bridges Federation
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable fulltime education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e  You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to illness. This may be in cases where:

e Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting support in place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can |1 do?

The first step is to talk to your us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still
do everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/
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You can follow us on Blue Sky: Welcomlng
etowerbridgeschool.bsky.social everyone

[ value of the week |
TOWERBRIDGE

Secondary Transfer -Online

Application
Please be aware that the
deadline for online secondary
transfer application is
31/10/2024 so we adyvise that
you submit your application
before 25/10/24.

1Esco  de
Community Grants >

Don't forget to vote for Tower

Each week our older

children work with
younger children for a

s Bridge Primary School with your

f blue tokens at local Tesco

short time, often recding stores. The voting stops at the

and sharing books,

end of the month. The more

tokens the school has, the more

sometimes learning
through play.

money will be donated to the

school for playground

equipment.

\ LA

Clubs started this week. Art Club on
Thursday got off to a flying start with

This week some of our Year 5 and
Year 6 pupils across the federation
went to Kingswood for 3 days. Here
are some of the fun activities they took
part in. Thank you so much to all the
staff who organised the trip and a
special thanks to Kate and Tony who
accompanied the children.


https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6
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Secondary Transfer -Online Application

Please be aware that the deadline for online
secondary transfer application is 31/10/2024 so
we advise that you submit your application
before 25th October 2024 as the deadline falls
within the half term holiday and we may not
be able to offer support.

The children are loving their dance sessions If you need support with your application or

with Chantal from Pioneer Dance. Year 1, 3 have any questions before this date, please
and 5 are taking part this half term and Year come and speak with Maureen.

2. 4, and 6 will be after half term.

Year 5 and Year 6 have been having a
fantastic time on School Journey! Check out Red Class enjoyed exploring old toys during
Google Classroom for more photos. Thank their history lesson.
you to all the adults who have supported the
children on their adventure, especially Anna
and Tom!

EYFS have been welcoming new friends,
exploring, getting to know each other and
learning about how to be a good learner and a
kind friend.

You will have seen that the school is no longer using twitter/X. You

BIueskiz can follow us on Blue Sky:

@bsky.app @robertbrowning.bsky.social




% R portraits! We are so impressed
P by the way the chilren captured

their talents as well as their ‘

b personalities in the art work.

Each child also included their
aspirations for the future.
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Reading Raffle
Winners

Our core value this week is:
We All Shine

Times Tables
Rock Stars

Our school value this

week is:
N - Nurturing

Reading Raffle
Winners




Absence |Lates Total
Year 1 9 3 150
Overall whole school attendance for
[Year 2 2 0 325 week beginning 09/09/2024: 94.42%
Year 3 8 9 25
Year 4 9% 11 0 1st Place Attendance: Year 2
Year 5 6 1 7 25 1st Place Punctuality: Year 2
Year 6 6 2 175
o Absence | Lates Total
L
e Year 1 0 3 100%
Year 2 7 1 97.31%
Overall whole school attendance °
for week beginning: 09/09/2024: Year 3 18 6 93.18%
96.42% Year 4 4 7 98.45%
Year 5 13 7 95.36%
1st Place Attendance: Y1 Year 6 15 11 95.00%
1st Place Punctuality: Y2
Absence |Lates Total i
Year 1
8 ! 125 Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 17 v o5 week beginning: 09/09/2024: 894.76%
Year 3 13 4 175
1st Place Attendance: Y5
Year 4 20 7 100 1st Place Punctuality: Y3 & Y6
vears 6 6 125
Year 6 14 4 175




The Nest operates adrop-in service every
Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
Therapeutic practitioners and support
workers can offer 1:1 emotional support,
information & advice and signpost you to the =~ °
appropriate services. :
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https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/dropinservice/
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fUN  Swimming
% Lessons

R /) Evelin Lowe Gardens and Pool,

(The Garden SE1,

I >3 Marlborough Grove, London,
PPE SE15JT

4

) ~

Times available Wednesday 1-4 pm,
Saturday 3-6 pm

Baby & Pre-School Swimming

Swim Academy (for all ages & abliities)
Private lessons

Disability, SEN & Adult lessons

Aqua Aerobics

Holiday Courses

Maximum group sizes of 4-1 per class

&iPinatelBinthdaylpacties)
Contact:
Jules: 07855582775 jules@funflippers.co.uk

www.funflippers.co.uk facebook.com/funflippers
CRB Checked + Swim England Accredited

OPEN SPACES GG
TRUST

FUN FOOTBALL SESSIONS
FOR EVERY GIRL

Dear Parents and Guardians s Sreiel € X e : S yoR DELS
. > AGED 12 - 14

Autumn 15 here again, and our programme of FREE afterschool sports coachng
at Mariborough Sports Garden is backt Chebk out our sicrodtie range of free sports
Coaching seaxions for your chediten)
BN Allevels are wekome 31 our Iree sessions - ey are a great way of irying out a sport
:’l honing skils, and staying active and sociable with nends after schoall
z‘:ﬁ See below and on o websde for our full autumn programme 2024

y

Tuesdays:

« Touch Rugby. 3 45-5 15pm for ages 5-11, defvered by LSBU

« Girls' Footbal, 3:45-5pm for ages 5-11 (girls only), delverad by als |

o Rober.siating 1o music, advanced. 3 455 15pm %or ages 5.11, delivered

by Lo Ci
Piaase note. Unfortunatedy . s me we cannol peovide equipment kor everyane so

-y

piease bing your awn rolerblades or roller-skates helmets and pads
[ . 52
. é « Beach Tennis. 3.45-4 30pm for ages 5-7 and 4 20-5.30pm for ages B-11
s dalvered by [ [ nts
,1,,‘"; o Baskeshall 3 45.5 15pm for ages 5-11. provaded by L oo ke ibat ——
"‘y . J G 3455 15pm for ages 5-11
v Thursdays:

e « Beach volleyball, 3 45-5 15pen lor ages 5-11, delivered by Doy !
Pk o Robersxating o music, beginners, 3 45.5 15pm for ages 511, dalvered
(o by Lo

‘_-'4 o Cncket 3 45-5 15pm for ages 8-11, delivered by Surmey Cnck inclaticy
| A o Wl Ball 3.45-4.30pm for ages 8-11 and 4 30-5 30pm for ages 114, delvered
.‘!.—' .i . m ; E—

Please register for afterschool sports here:

Petps v comvbostatunmn 2024
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_ st Girls in Yéar 3, 4
and 5
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FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN
TR AT AT AMD CRAFTA,

o T ; SOUTHWARK JA
b § <z PLAYERS WANTED
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, pk visit nationaicollege.com.

10iTopiTipsifor{Parentsfand|Educators

Disagreement is a natural part of human interaction. This can seem particularly true when dealing with the sensitive issues tf
secondary-aged pupils. This guide brings you 10 top tips which can help prevent conflicts arising or mitigate their impacts wh
st

INSPIRE \
RESPONSIBILITY  * §

The best approaches to conflict resolution are
restorative, This means that rather than adults
imposing their own solutions on children who have
had a disagreement, they should work with them.
Allowing them to handle it can feel empowering to

6 MENTALLY PREPARE

Think of how you can approach the conflict in a calm
and regulated manner. Consider taking some extra
time to prepare beforehand and finding somewhere
quiet to relax, Even if you're not directly involved with
the conflict, mediating can be a stressful experience
inits own right. Make sure you're hydrated, fed and
comfortable, and do the same for the young people

1

/ youd P'°P."° and w:ll hopefully teach them to involved. These may seem like insignificant factors,
LN e :L‘:’"“"‘?f: EhSICONTISPUTAE oF Hiey/mOvS toweIias but it’s important to remember that physical

discomfort can trigger dysregulation, which can
make it much harder to have a calm, productive
convonnllon.

L4 N I

GET YOUR FACTS
STRAIGHT

. ESERE. A
2 ACTINELYLISTEN _ &

Remember to give every child the opportunity to voice
their opinion, regardless of their age, stage of
development, special educational needs, or other
individual requirements. Thls can be done using o

variety of different cor hods. For ‘ Make sure you have all the facts, figures and
oxompln, some chlldnn find it ocsior to express how timelines of the situation prior to the discussion. This .
they're feeling using pi and drawings, while should be done as objectively as possible with the aim

some prefer to write thelir ideas down.

W AN G , -
{ 3 BECURIOUS C) A a1 T
N T ' 8 STICK TO THE POINT

of resolving the ongoing issue. You may want to risk
assess any problems that may arise and look for
possible solutions during your preparation time.

. with a mature and empathetic mindset can seta g
\ good example to children, which can prove a useful Make the reason for, o'nd ;’mvpou of, any
I3 < sklll |‘or lhom later in life. Model this by asking gs or comm clear prior to setting
RS yet-respectful q ions about the issue them up. Provide an agenda. Act as a neutral -

chairperson who can keep all parties on track. Make
sure everyone has a chance to air their concerns
about the issue being discussed and try to avoid
talking about unrelated incidents. Close off with some
action points, detailing what everyone can do to
resolve the conflict.

athand. Reolly try to understand where all parties are
coming from, and share information between them
/ when and where appropriate, This should encourage
young people to mirror your behaviour, teaching them
\ to be curious about the other sides of a conflict, and
thus being more willing to hear them out.

BESOLUTION Y
? FocUSED AN

It's often said that the art of diplomacy is about giving
others ladders to climb down. This means the main
aim of any meeting or correspondence ahould be A
finding mutually ble and amicabl

Parents, carers, teachers and pupils should be aware
there may need to be a compromise for the common
good - and, most importantly, the good of the
children you're supporting.

T

1o DON'TIGNORE OR
AVOID CONFLICT

No one benefits from allowing concerns and
Y grievances to fester, as this can lead to further

| ,' division and mistrust, and ultimately doesn't help the
| children involved. Use our tips to open meaningful

\ lines of ication. These should help you find a
| suitable resolution and minimise the number of

\ conflicts you're faced with mediating overall,

PROMOTE
== % DJFFERENCES

Children and young people may come from a range of
different backgrounds and cultures or have protected
characteristics which may cause them to see things
SSSE from various angles. Having a school and community
culture which celebrates and embraces diversity in all
things - including diversity of opinion - means people
are more likely to feel heard and understood.

«

sss= 5 BE SUPPORTIVE

Discussions may be sensitive or, in some cases,
even trigger negative emotions. Pupils may have
mixed feelings about the issue at hand. They could be
nervous or anxious before even coming to the table to
talk about it. Try and create a space where all parties |
feel safe, welcome and comfortable. Allow breaks and

time-outs if the conversation gets heated, to prevent |
anyone from saying something they might later |
regret. J

Meet Qur Expert ‘ ‘ The
Catrina Lowri is a neurodivergent former SENCO and advisory teacher. She bl p N " I
founded her company, Neuroteachers, to improve inclusion for neurodivergent Qtlona

eople. She works with nurseries, schools, colleges and businesses providin neSda g _
e 4 it y College

consultancy, training and mentoring to create belonging and understanding
for people with the full range of neurotypes.
=%

ST AN < -
Source: See full reference list'on’guide pcge at https: //nqruonolcol!Pgegom/guudediuppomng (‘hlldren to- manmge conflict- ellechvely\

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o} @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.09.2024
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