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Newsletter 24th January 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Please check your schools ‘dates for your diary’ box
for upcoming class assemblies.

Our year 5 assemblies were truly fantastic this week,
the children demonstrated their confidence
speaking, acting and singing in front of an audience.
Thank you to the year 5 staff teams and to you
parents for supporting your children. Class
assemblies are a wonderful celebration of the
learning at school.

We are busily planning for our ‘Wellbeing Week’
from 10th - 14th February, which will include
sessions on sleep hygiene (having aregular routine
to improve sleep), Safer Internet Day (revisiting how
to stay safe online) and reminding the children of
the NSPCC’s message ‘Speak out, Stay safe.

Our expectation is that every child attends school
everyday on time and strives for 100% attendance.
Please contact the school office by 9am via the
Arbor App or by phone if your child is too unwell to
attend school. If your child’s absence is at 90% this
is called persistent absence and equates to your
child missing half a day of school a week. Please
speak to a member of the Leadership Team on the
gate if you need support with your child’s
attendance.

Have a lovely weekend, we look forward to seeing
you on Monday, the school gates open at 8:45am.

Dates For Your Diary

Tower Bridge
Wednesday 29th January- Year 4 assembly 3pm
Wednesday 5th February- Y3 assembly 3pm
10th - 14th February - Wellbeing Week including Safer
Internet Day on 11th February
Friday 14th February- Break up for Half Term
17th - 21st February - Half Term Week
Wednesday 5th March- Parent and Pupil Review Meetings

& Important!
Scholarpack has changed to Arbor

6th January 2025

Arbor

We have changed our MIS system (Scholarpack) to Arbor
from 6th January 2025. You will need to download a new
app from your app store to continue to receive messages
from the school and to be able to send us messages.
Please see page 2 of the newsletter for further details.
Please contact the school office if you are unable to
download the app.

Robert Browning
Tuesday 28th January- Year 4 assembly
Tuesday 4th February- Year 3 assembly
10th - 14th February - Wellbeing Week including Safer
Internet Day on 11th February
Thursday 13th February- Year 2 Fundraiser
Friday 14th February- NSPCC Fundraiser
Friday 14th February- Break up for Half Term
February 17th- 121st - Half Term Week
Wednesday 5th March- Parent and Pupil Review Meetings

Term Dates 2024-2025 are on the Federation website
Term Dates — The Bridges Federation

Term time holidays will not be authorised.

Other important dates for this year can also be found on

the school website here:
Diary — The Bridges Federation

Snowsfields Primary School - ou
Our project ‘Play Learn and Grow’ has been

Arants

shortlisted for the Tesco Community Grant Initiative where we could win up to

£1,500. Please collect a blue token at the checkout every time you shop at
these local Tesco stores (see list below) and vote for us!
Southwark SE1 5HG, Southwark The cut SE1 8JZ
London Bridge High St, Blackfriars Circus,

Tabard Square, Tower Bridge, Borough Rd,

Ldn Gt Suffolk, Tooley Street, Borough New Kent Rd
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On January 6th 2025 all 3 schools are moving to Arbor.
We will no longer be using Scholarpack.

Parents please see below guidance explaining what you
need to do. From January 6th you will no longer be able to
send or receive messages with the school via Scholarpack.

If you need any help please contact your child’s school.

5 Arbor We're using Arbor’s free Parent
' Portal and Parent App

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our school.

Arbor is a simple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps us work
faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school. The Parent App and Parent Portal mean we can
keep you informed about your child’s life at school in a much more accessible way. Log into Arbor to see
and update your child’s information, get live updates and make payments or bookings on the go!

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptop) and you can download the Parent App
from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; iOS 10.0 and upwards).

How to get started

1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arbor is ready - you won't be able to log in before
. Click the link in your welcome email to set up your password
The Sunnywilie Schoo! of Magic
. Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arbor’ V10 5BM. London, GBR
. Click ‘Install’ on Android or ‘Get’ on iPhone then open the App Enter your password

. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password “

. Accept the Terms & Conditions and enter your child’'s birthday Forgotien pasword?

P

. 7
Need help using Arbor? [ e R
Holly Cook
Contact the school office if you have questions about Arbor, the 95N
App or Parent Portal. Tell us the type and model of your phone,
e.g. an iPhone SE, and include screenshots or screen recordings.

Notices

To safeguard student data in line with General Data Protection Hally Cock does not have a
Regulations (GDPR), Arbor only works directly with schools. transportation method recarded
13:15-1330

Some tips to try: Ty, 15 May 2021
Registration: Year 9: Form 95N

. Ensure your username is the email address you use for Arbor. ;":":‘ﬁ 22
g {B37
Ask us to check the email address linked to your account.

. Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this. Statistics

. i Atendance (2020/2021)
. If the login email was sent to you more than 96 hours ago, the et

password link will have expired. Ask us to send it again. 80.1% 71.4%

. Ask the school office to check that your email address has not
been used twice - e.g. on another guardian or child’s profile. Activities

. Enter the birthday of one of your children to log in. Hally Caok: Clubs

. Only relatives who are Primary Guardians of a child can access
the Arbor App. Ask us to check you can access Arbor. O




You can follow us on Blue Sky:

Tower ey
.R”@@E %mjg} etowerbridgeschool.bsky.social

Thank you to Blue Class for their epic
assembly this week. What a show!

welcoming
everyone

[ value of the week ]
TOWERBRIDGE

Thank you to all the parents cndl v
carers who came to watch. ) Arbor

This week, our STEM Leaders (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) visited
BETT, the Technology in Education Trade
Show. They were able to explore new tech
and won prizes! What an amazing
opportunity for them all.

-

Thank you to all the parents of children in Year 2 to Year 6 who
have signed up for a place in the TCS London Mini Marathon this

year. If you haven't signed up and still want to take part, please
check your emails for the sign up form

Thank you to you all. We
are all now signed up to
Arbor. Please check
emails to enable
notifications of
messages etc. We sent
an email this week with
advice on how to set up
notifications on Arbor.
Please look at these help
pages if you are not
receiving push
notifications.
ABSENCES: If your child
is absent, you should
only use the Arbor to
notify us. Please do not
call the office, or email.
PUPIL REVIEW
MEETINGS: We will
shortly be opening up
bookings for the next
Pupil Review Meetings
which take place on 5th
March. You will only be
able to book your
meeting through the
Arbor app.
COMING SOON:
Updates to the app
coming soon include:

* signing up to clubs

¢ online payments for

trips and clubs

} .

M Art Club have been learning about Pointillism
in their sessions so far this term.


https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6

_is1 . Robert Browning Primary School : !

BM%W@!

We really enjoyed Year 5's assembly on Tuesday afternoon. They performed and sang all about
The Titanic.
Thank you to Tom and Carol for all your hard work preparing the children and thank you to all the
parents who attended!

$2

[

STEM leaders of BETT!

On Wednesday, Natalie took our STEM leaders to
BETT. They found out about the latest Educational
Technology!

/

Orange Class have been
investigating addition with odd and
even numbers. What do you think
they found out?




_ The children in Sunshine Class had a fantastic time
designing and building their own trains using 2D and 3D
' shapes! This hands-on activity helped them explore
shapes in a fun and creative way. & \‘

Yellow Class has proudly won the Attendance Cup, earning an
B impressive 1,850 attendance and punctuality points! @
A huge thank you to the parents for ensuring their children

arrive at school every day and on time—your support makes all

the difference! W L (3

- 4 ‘ N : y
: - : \ ‘
E Children from Years 1to 6 enthusmstncally participated in our Intra-
: School Sports Challenge Day! The event was packed with exciting

problem-solving activities, encouraging teamwork, resilience, and

Purple Class revisited the fountam at Christ
Church, Southwark, to see the progress of the
Our STEM Leade"s had an renovation work there since they last visited in
inspiring trip to the BETT i . Year 5. They also learned about the techniques and
_ Exhibition, where they &i# = W skills used to conserve and repair old structures.
explored the latest innovations - : '
in technology and education.
They discovered exciting new
w resources that could enhance
f; leammg experlences for all our
. children.

o W

A huge well done to Blue Class for their fantastic class assembly,
where they shared fascinating facts about the Titanic’s maiden
voyage! The children delivered their lines with confidence and

enthusiasm, and their beautiful singing made the performance even

more special. CSSSSDUST— -

A big thank you to all the parents who attended and supported the

children—it was wonderful to have you with us!




Our school value this week is: . .
) o )
{ i W - Welcoming Others } { Reading Raffle Winners }
e Our core value this week

Reading Raffle is: Respect

Winners w

Times Tables
Rock Stars

Our school value this week is:

S - Striving to Improve Reading Raffle

Winners




% present |ates Total

Year 1 94.2% 2 100
Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 91.0% 0 175 week beginning 13/1/2025: 94.29%
Year 3 97.0% 10 75
Year4 96.4% 9 100 1st Place Attendance: Year 3
Year 5 90.7% 10 75 1st Place Punctuality: Year 2
Year 6 95.5% 4 150
o Absence | Lates Total
3
R Year 1 14 7 94.07%
Year 2 12 5 95.00%
Overall whole school attendance 0
for week beginning: 13/1/2025: Year 3 9 4 96.65%
94.68% Year 4 12 13 95.04%
Year 5 21 5 92.14%
1st Place Attendance: Y3 Year 6 19 7 92.18%
1st Place Punctuality: Y3
Absence |Lates Total i
Year 1
19 9 100 Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 24 13 50 week beginning: 13/1/2025:
0,
Year 3 5 5 300 93.16%
Year 4
21 12 0 1st Place Attendance: Y3
Year 5 5 4 175 1st Place Punctuality: Y3
Year 6 8 10 100
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable full time education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e  Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to illness. This may be in cases where:

e Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting supportin place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can 1 do?

The first step is to talk to us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still do
everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/
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The Nest operates adrop-in service every
Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
Therapeutic practitioners and support
workers can offer 1:1 emotional support,
information & advice and signpost you to the

appropriate services.
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LORD'S

NATIONWIDE

CRICKET
HUBS

We rum & oetwork of cricket Hubs that provide free-to-access tmining and match
Iy to 6,500 state-oducated young cricketers at 164 sites across the UK. The
r{nhﬁm-onnlul'he!piupmni&uynw‘hhwebouw
through mase participation activities or nanstraditional formats to join cricket
chube, develop their hard-ball skills, and access the formal talent pathways
The Hubx also bave a tramsformatvonal mnpact off the crscket pitchy, helping
participants to feel hagpier snd more confident. snd improving their foous and
paricannce af school.
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