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Newsletter 4th April 2025

Dear Parents and Carers, Dates For Your Diary
Thank you to all the parents who have read the Tower Bridge
Ofsted report at Tower Bridge and taken time to Friday 4th April - Break Up 1pm
email or say a few words to us on the gate. We Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd April - INSET
appreciate all of your support. Days - School Closed
Thursday 24th April - Back to School from 8.45am
M Monday 5th May - BANK HOLIDAY - SCHOOL
&2 Thank you for your continued generosity CLOSED
donating Easter Eggs, the children thoroughly W/B 12th May - Year 6 Test Week

enjoyed the chocolate fun!
Robert Browning

There are many activities taking place locally Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd April- INSET
over the Easter Break, please see the family fun DAYS- School Closed
page (pg 11) of the newsletter for more Thursday 24th April- Back to School- gates open
information. 8.45am
Wednesday 30th April- Y6 Fundraiser -after school
Your children’s homework projects as always Monday 5th May- BANK HOLIDAY- School Closed
have been fantastic this half term, thank you for Monday 12th May YEAR 6 TEST WEEK
all the support you give to your children at
home. Snowsfields
Friday 4th April - Break Up 1pm
Have a fun and relaxing Easter break. We look Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd April - INSET
forward to welcoming the children back to Days - School Closed
school refreshed and ready to learn on Thursday Thursday 24th April - Back to School from 8.45am
24th April. Monday 5th May- Bank Holiday - School Closed
: Week Beginning Monday 12th May - Year 6 Test
Week
Eid Mubarak to all our families who
celebrated Eid. We hope you had a wonderful Term Dates 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 are on the
time. Federation website

Term Dates — The Bridges Federation

Term time holidays will not be authorised.

NSPCC Support for Parents Other important dates for this year can also be found
on the school website here:
The NSPCC has a wide range of information to Diary — The Bridges Federation

support parents as their child grows and
develops. Please find more information here.



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/term-dates/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/diary/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

Tower

BRIDGE 2413

Have a wonderful break - see
you on the 24™ April!

WG d shop

Last week Orange Class
visited the National
Maritime Museum and
enjoyed exploring and
enhancing their learning.

teamwork

[ value of the week ]
TOWERBRIDGE

INTER SGHOOL
FOOTBALL

This week, some of the

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
TUESDAY 22ND AND WEDNESDAY 23RD APRIL
INSET Days - School Closed

THURSDAY 24™ APRIL

Children return to school 8:45am

MONDAY 12™ - THURSDAY 15™ MAY

Year 6 Test Week

Y5/6 pupils went to
Snowsfields for a
football match. We had a
great time - thank you to
all the Snowsfields
parents and children who
cheered us on. Thank you
Adam at Snowsfields for
organising.

Some of the children in

Yellow and Green classes

have been working with

gardeners from School Food

Matters to learn about

growing food to eat. Over

the next term they will be

looking after their plants

and ensuring that they are

ready to harvest at the end

of the summer. Thank you

Tammy for supporting.



https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6
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On Friday Yellow Class and Green
Class took part in some benchball with
PESSN.

As always, we have seen some amazing homework
projects this term! Thank you to all the parents and

carers who have helped the children with their
learning!

Criclet!
Green Class have been enjoying their cricket lessons this term. Congratulations to one of our
Year 4 girls, who was player of the term across all of the schools that Matt coaches! Well done!

Have a look at some of the fabulous home
learning that the children have completed. In
class they have been exploring all around the
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Year 2 had a fantastic trip to the %
Well done to all the children

Unicorn Theatre to see Beegu. Having 8 9. " ~ :
read the book in class, the children : _ ft‘;:' tih: effort thkey vje ‘:‘t"::::o
@ eir homework proje S

=B loved seeing the story come to life on \
A M stage. . = o half term. It’s been great to
g A e — . 5 ¥ .- seesucharange of creative
e = ; \’ 3 U8 Ba -/ work. Thank you parents and
Rainbow Class had a lovely ,, . 2 e \?:J’\ carers for your support at
: S L T >

time welcoming spring by -
making chocolate nests and .
* designing some fantastic i
Eastereggs.Afunand =
festive way to end the term! /_;_

A big thank you to all the parents for :
-~ your generous chocolate egg ) -
* donations! We’re thrilled to announce . 8 '\
. that we raised an amazing £377, which "
. * will go towards purchasing resources
e . for our enrichment sessions. .,

wuail w 3 ENEERY :
In the autumn term, the children in Purple Class
worked with the artist Abigail North to create clay
pieces using locally excavated clay. We were delighted
to receive their finished artwork—beautiful pieces that |

will be proudly displayed in our reception area. ‘ . A g A5 2ok
o : ~ Snowsfields hosted a football
Womouls l:’z'g‘;at::funsl! for axtoy = / : tournament and was pleased to
_If your child has outgrown their toys and IR Sy - S T 22 "s"e:‘cor;": thtebT‘:l":e’ Bri-‘c.ife
e TS Sl AR S / School Football team. The

~ they are still in good condition, please
‘1 consider bringing them to school for our

Y “ children had a fantastic time,
children to enjoy during playtime. Thank oy R e é@& . honing their skills and enjoying

’ semniz G st binal orrsnmas bl




Our school value this week is:
T - Teamwork

: Reading .
e Raffle Our core vo!ge this week
winners IS: Resilience

£ Times Tables

\W Rock Stars

Our school value this week is:
O - Outstanding Learning

Reading
Raffle
Winners




% present |Lates Total
Year 1 97.1% 2 675
Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 95.5% 4 875 week beginning 24/3/2025: 96.2%
Year 3 96.3% 13 550
Year 4 95.2% 9 325 1st Place Attendance: Year 1
Year 5 96.7% 7 425 1st Place Punctuality: Year 1
Year 6 96.6% 7 875
o Absence | Lates Total
3
e Year 1 29 5 88.40%
Year 2 4 5 98.33%
Overall whole school attendance 0
for week beginning: 24/3/2025: Year 3 15 3 95.00%
94.07% Year 4 27 4 88.21%
Year 5 8 2 97.24%
1st Place Attendance: Y2 Year 6 12 3 96.00%
1st Place Punctuality: Y5
Absence |Lates Total i
Year 1
6 11 450 Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 13 10 325 week beginning: 24/03/2025:
Year 3 7 3 1525 95.33%
Year 4 31 10 75
Near 5 1st Place Attendance: Y1
11 6 775 1st Place Punctuality: Y3
Year 6 8 13 425
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable full time education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e  Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to illness. This may be in cases where:

e Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting supportin place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can 1 do?

The first step is to talk to us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still do
everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/

On January 6th 2025 all 3 schools are moving to Arbor.
We will no longer be using Scholarpack.

Parents please see below guidance explaining what you
need to do. From January 6th you will no longer be able to
send or receive messages with the school via Scholarpack.

If you need any help please contact your child’s school.

5 Arbor We're using Arbor’s free Parent
' Portal and Parent App

We've chosen Arbor to help us manage our school.

Arbor is a simple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps us work
faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school. The Parent App and Parent Portal mean we can
keep you informed about your child’s life at school in a much more accessible way. Log into Arbor to see
and update your child’s information, get live updates and make payments or bookings on the go!

The Parent Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptop) and you can download the Parent App
from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; iOS 10.0 and upwards).

How to get started

1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arbor is ready - you won't be able to log in before
. Click the link in your welcome email to set up your password
The Sunnywilie Schoo! of Magic
. Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arbor’ V10 5BM. London, GBR
. Click ‘Install’ on Android or ‘Get’ on iPhone then open the App Enter your password

. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password “

. Accept the Terms & Conditions and enter your child’'s birthday Forgotien pasword?

P

. 7
Need help using Arbor? [ e R
Holly Cook
Contact the school office if you have questions about Arbor, the 95N
App or Parent Portal. Tell us the type and model of your phone,
e.g. an iPhone SE, and include screenshots or screen recordings.

Notices

To safeguard student data in line with General Data Protection Hally Cock does not have a
Regulations (GDPR), Arbor only works directly with schools. transportation method recarded
13:15-1330

Some tips to try: Ty, 15 May 2021
Registration: Year 9: Form 95N

. Ensure your username is the email address you use for Arbor. ;":":‘ﬁ 22
g {B37
Ask us to check the email address linked to your account.

. Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this. Statistics

. i Atendance (2020/2021)
. If the login email was sent to you more than 96 hours ago, the et

password link will have expired. Ask us to send it again. 80.1% 71.4%

. Ask the school office to check that your email address has not
been used twice - e.g. on another guardian or child’s profile. Activities

. Enter the birthday of one of your children to log in. Hally Caok: Clubs

. Only relatives who are Primary Guardians of a child can access
the Arbor App. Ask us to check you can access Arbor. O




The Nest operates adrop-in service every
Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
Therapeutic practitioners and support
workers can offer 1:1 emotional support,
information & advice and signpost you to the

: FATHER'S appropriate services.

! GROUP Drop-In Service | The Nest

:: Join a 12-week course fo ]
improve your parenting skills
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Free and stand alone information sessions for u;'
and carers on a range of topics - 'TAP-IN' te the, &

you need or completa wi‘ f

Sedsions include

This 9 week course delps parents lean practical
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https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/dropinservice/

R

S % Let's talk PANTS with
#5es Pantosaurus! | NSPCC

Yo NSPCC

Privates are private [+

Always remember your body
belongs to you

At Quality Mastmry & Lagaguenat Prog or
R e

No means no [+

Talk about secrets that upset you ©

Speak up, someone can help [+

NEW SCHOOL UNIFORM %
WEBSITE LAUNCH 25
e

Parent/carer support
at Robert Browning 3

With Anna and Toni

Account Section and

ot R o the . s S v . 1 rr

R EAG, g A R ST o We offer non-judgemental and
B R e o confidential support for
parent/carers of children with &3
anxiety and challenging behaviour

E“’".’n'."ﬂ '
P [P Unlimited
Online English (ESOL) Course Tea/ coffee Morning

A FREE 15.-wewh Entry lovel online acciedited tourie 3

Classes will be on

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10am—12.30pm

for Southwark residants

. Time:
& Upcoming dates:

o e 21st January -~ Welcome back! Meet and greet/catch-up

¢ 4th February- Managing strong emotions .

e 25th February - Calming/relaxation techniques

25th Fabruary - 26th June 2025 3
Petisdie oah| : e 11th March- Understanding anxiety =
plux online Comversation Clabi 7
This tourse will tede place en Zoom EX ° 25th March- Reflection wesk ; d
Apobcants shoaks ke iy Soe i Y,
O YT O TR A %o aspy 4or # piace an the course is admaece =
paene e s bak |
= TN e For more information please contact:
- Sancei e Eavted so boab been e
/¢ B e ——————"——E - i anna.geissmann@groundwork.org.uk i



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/

Guy Street Park
spring activities &
park consultation

Friends of Guy Street Park & Bankuide Dpen Spaces Trat

woukd bhe 50 hoar from you abonut the designs for & new

100k Giiy Striet Park. These dosiges were chaped by local
Poogie’s ews. 30 we'd kove 10 know what you think
Join us at one of our events in Guy St Park

or add your thoughts online via the QR code below.

Wednesday Egg hunt &
9th April spring crafts
11am-2pm Inthe park

Thursday  Consultation day!

Share your views
260th Aprll ot Guy Street Park

and make up a pot of
herbs toal

' Guy Strest Park design
online consultation,
Scan to see and comment on
the ideas for the park so far

DANXKSIDE
OPEN SPACE
TRUST

< :‘?"Y .y \
ALL S TARS
|

w Rl
Birds, Nests & Eggs -
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th April 10am-3pm
Teeny Tiny Animals -
Monday 14™ & Tuesday 15™ April

Froo fus orw- or twvo-clay workihopa for fambles Sving i Southw sk seftaib for o
wgos. Gt tn know garden bards, have fun making nasts snd 6gos, Ding watching,
wtories andl gaman, O encoureer st sl frionds Tving In tha garden under kogs, 11 the
TrGrt e I U O, M Dl SoTing, riscing, DU Dosting. Sond dpiing, g
feamt, geeman,

You can chioose Monaay or Tuesday o Both duys Workshops for sl the Py funded
Dy Southwars Covncd. Bouking casentied. Frud, Dooking foe £3 DUt let v keow IFf et

5 100 mwich for you (omad gwilace@widiendon, o)
T took Vgt cur website: Wy, sisbondonce ub/wearty

To book ploase
scan the O code

3 FREE

| AFTERSCHOOL SPORTS |

AT MARLBOROUGH SPORTS GARDEN -

oo
School's aut, time to play! e I |
Children aged §11 - join us for FREE ~ ~e- oo f
aftarschool sports st Muriborough AR SO R
Sports Garden! Fun, beginnarfriendly  SLailIll
sessions run Tuesday-Thursday,
with free play on Monday and Friday.
Choose from football, touch rugby,
rollerskating, cricket, vollsytall
#nd more.

-/

o0 10 100 47 spettis st g ub BANKSIDE
ety : OFEN SPACF&{;‘»

wow bant ey wh aNErschoshperts TRUST




Free Home Fire Safety Visits

A fire can start in any room and the effects can be devastating, even a small fire in your home can lead
to substantial damage and expensive repairs. The LFB want to stop fires from happening and that is
why we offer free home fire safety visits to help keep you and your loved ones safe.

What happens during a home fire safety visit ?

Our firefighters or trained staff will visit you at home, at a time that suits you and carry out a risk
assessment. They will give you advice based on your home and individual needs, this includes;
information on how to prevent fires, the importance of smoke alarms to detect a fire and your escape
plan in the event of a fire.

A visit can take up to 90 minutes or longer if needed and we will fit free smoke alarms if required.

Specialist alarms can be fitted for people who may have a delayed response to escape for example;
strobe light and vibrating pad alarms for those who are deaf or hard of hearing.

How to book a Home Fire Safety Visit:
Freephone: 0800 028 4428
Email: smokealarms@london-fire.gov.uk
Text /SMS: 07860 021 319

https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/the-home/home-fire-safety/

Worried about arelative, friend or neighbour ? Although everyone is eligible for a free home fire
safety visit, some people with health problems or lifestyle behaviours can have an increased chance of
a fire happening. To help you we have listed some of these examples below:

Increased risk factors can include:
Anyone that smokes; overloaded electrical sockets or poor wiring; unsafe use of candles or naked
flames; previous fires or near misses; cooking left unattended; hoarding of any kind or someone who
lives alone.

They are less able to react because of:

Mental health conditions such as dementia or learning difficulties; no smoke alarms are fitted or they
don’t work; alcohol dependency or drug misuse (prescribed or recreational); physical health issues
including sensory impairments eg; hearing or sight.

They have areduced ability to escape:
Mobility issues due to a physical disability; age-related problems or as a result of a long-termillness;
escape routes are not kept clear or are blocked due to actions such as hoarding or conditions that
affect decision making.

If you know anyone who has any combination of these risk factors, give them our details to arrange
a free home fire safety visit or simply ask them if they would like you to book a visit for them.

Remember -This is not an exhaustive list, if you are unsure please contact us for extra advice.


https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/the-home/home-fire-safety/
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