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Newsletter 13th June 2025

Dear Parents and Carers, Dates For Your Diary
Please take a look at the dates for your diary box

for many fun events taking part over the next few Tower Bridee

EELE: Wednesday 18th June - Bicycle Security Marking with
As the weather improves (we hope), please can saferdhsishbeurhocdhlieamizzdpm
. . ’ . Tuesday 1st July - Sports Day Y1-6 (DATE CHANGE)
you ensure your child brings to school daily a Wednesday 2nd July - EYFS Sports Day

water bottle, a sun hat/ cap and also is wearing

sunscreen when they arrive at school. Children

should be wearing footwear that they can safely
run around in.

Tuesday 8th July - 9.00am Moving up to Year 1
meeting (Rec parents)
Wednesday 9th July - Summer Fair
Thursday 10th July - Secondary Transfer Meeting Y5
parents - 9.15am
to arrive at school ontime, gates open at 8:45am, Cszréiae\;J:yt r; z:r:ﬁug,e?;lsg %hs(zjwnsfr?i:\zacrleagzs £o3em
children are marked as late after 9am. celebration assembly
Lopkmg Ll S R Slppels el il (i . Thursday 17th July - Year 6 Leavers Assembly for
attending school? Turn to page 12 for helpful tips parents 9.15 - 10.15am
and advice. ) )

Have a lovely weekend, please support your child

Robert Browning
: Tuesday 1st July- EYFS Sports day
o Friday 4th July- Sports Day (Date Change)
Wednesday 9th July - Summer Fair
Friday 18th July- Year 6 Leavers assembly
Friday 18th July- 2.45pm- Reception Celebration of
learning assembly
Tuesday 22nd July- Break up at 1pm.

Saying Goodbye

This July we will be saying goodbye to Sarah
Manley, Headteacher at Robert Browning. | have
worked with Sarah since September 2001. Since
she joined Snowsfields in 1998 she has worked
across all 3 schools and been instrumental in
improving them all. | know many of you will

remember her and may have been taught by her.

w Il going t iss h h! A Snowsfields
= e BRI e 2 L Eal Shlie Tuesday 24th June - EYFS Fundraiser 3:30pm
Mulhern and Maureen Chance will remain as Co- Tuesday 1st July - Sports Day (DATE CHANGE)

Heads of School and ensure Robert Browning

continues to go from strength to strength. WAL U LT L

Thursday 10th July- Transition into year 1 meeting
for Reception parents 9am

Thursday 10th July - Secondary Transfer Meeting
year 5 parents 3:30pm

Tues. 15th July - Sunshine class Graduation, 10am
Thursday 17th July - Year 6 End of year show 2pm
Tuesday 22nd July - Year 6 Leavers Assembly 9:30am
Tuesday 22nd July- Break up at 1pm

Term Dates 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 are on the
Federation website
Term Dates - The Bridges Federation
Term time holidays will not be authorised.
Other important dates for this year can also be found
on the school website here:
Diary - The Bridges Federation



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/term-dates/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/diary/

Bicycle Security resilience
Marking and

8 The Met Police Safer
Neighbourhood Team will be in respon5|b| Ity
encouraged

school from 3pm next Wednesday
[ value of the week ]

(18™ June) to carry out security
TOWERBRIDGE

Tower

BRIDG[E

PRIMARY SCHOOL

marking of your bikes. Please

come to front gate on Tower
Bridge Road from 3pm or via the
back gate from 3.30pm. This
service is free of charge.

Some children were lucky

enough to take part in

sailing activities this week

on the river Thames. They

were able to steer their

own boats in pairs.

This week Year 6 took part in the Bikeability programme.
They refined their cycling skills and began to develop skills
to be able to cycle on the local quiet roads.

-

Blue Class visited Harris Academy Bermondsey this week to
take part in some secondary school science lessons.

OroOJtCT
Sunshine Class recently received a pot of caterpillars. They ~ Year 5 and Year 2 have
will be watching them carefully over the next few weeks as  been learning new skills 7
they undergo their metamorphosis into butterflies. to make their own \
moving vehicles. They
have used saws, wood
glue and how to use
them safely. Year 5
designed electronic
motors for their vehicles
to make them move
forwards and

backwards.


https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6

_i:¢ : Robert Browning Primary School : ‘i

Thank you to everyone who attended the sessions this year- we hope you found
them usefull The next date for this term:
Tuesday 17th June: Planning the school holidays.
This should be a really useful one, for sharing ideas and finding things to do at a low
COst.

Bea@.unvzn(%siﬁ

As part of the honeybee programme, the

children had a visit from a beekeeper. The
Beekeeper brought in a hive and the

children loved seeing the bees!

Six children had a brilliant
sailing trip on
Wednesday afternoon.
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Year2 and Year 1
have been
continuing to have
visits from
Walworth Library.
They love exploring
new books!




Our Year 6 class had an exciting trip to the Unicorn
Theatre this week, where they took part in special
workshops. The sessions gave them a fascinating glimpse
into the world behind the curtains

~ \

Rainbow class have been
learning about plants in
\[} I science. They investigated

real plants and labelled the

Well done to our football team,
who took part in a tournament at

& The Den (Millwall) and smashed

== the opposition, finishing in first

’ place! A fantastic achievement

¢ Sunshine class have been
and great team effort!

N learning all about water. They
explored where it comes from,
how we use it and why it's
important.
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Our school value this week is:
R - resilience and responsibility encouraged

®

Reading Raffle Winners

s | Reading Raffle
Winners

Our core value this week

is: Independence

£, Times Tables

W Rock Stars

Our school value this week is:
L - Love of Learning

Reading
Raffle
Winners




% present | ates Total

Year 1 93.3% 5 675

Overall whole school attendance for
VERl 2 90% S 675 week beginning 02/06/2025: 90.13%
Year 3 94.6% 9 150
Year 4 89.1% 8 300 1st Place Attendance: Year 3
Year 5 88.6% 13 25 1st Place Punctuality: Year 2
Year 6 86.6% 6 325

cn Absence  Lates Total
 BORIAT BACHNING | Year 1 29 O 8478%
12 3 0
Overall whole school attendance ViRl 2 e
for week beginning: 02/06/2025: Year 3 31 3 88.21%
94.38% Year 4 20 3 8833%
Year 5 34 4 86.55%
1st Place Attendance: Y2 Year 6 26 4 88.97%
1st Place Punctuality: Y1
Absence |Lates Total ¥
Year 1
4 4
e B Overall whole school attendance
Year 2 40 7 150 for week beginning: 02/06/2025:
[(eans 22 5 275
Near 5 1st Place Attendance: Y3 & Y5
20 3 525 1st Place Punctuality: Y3
[fear 6 23 7 350
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@robertbrowning.bsky.social @towerbridgeschool.bsky.social @snsprimary.bsky.social
Find us at: www.thebridgesfederation.org.uk

ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable full time education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to illness. This may be in cases where:

e Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting support in place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can 1 do?

The first step is to talk to us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still do
everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/

HARRIS ACADEMY BERMONDSEY

OUTSTANDING EVERY TIME!
Ofsted Outstanding in 2009 | 2015 | 2019 | 2025
#ProudToBeHAB

Outstanding in all areas - including Quality of Education,
Behaviour and Attitudes, Personal Development,

N O R B U RY "Pupils are articulate, and their

‘ X Keep up with the latest school news, student
confidence shines through. They

H I G H S C H O O L achieve well and take pride in their R S e R
for GI R LS work. They behave respectfully and

are keen to learn." - Ofsted, 2022

55 Southwark Park Rd, Bermondsey, SEI6 3TZ
@ www hatrisbermondsay.orguk G 020 7237 9518

Open Evenings 2025

* Tues 15th July & Tues 16th Sept, 16.00 - 19.00
- prospective year 7 students & their families

+ Open mornings - please call/email to book

Norbury High School for Girls
Kensington Avenue CR7 8BT

020 8679 0062 | admin@nhsg.org.uk | nhsg.org.uk




MILLWALL LIONESSES GIRLS
ACADEMY 2025/26 TRIALS

MILLWALL LIONESSES ACADEMY ARE LOOKING
FOR TALENTED YEAR 5 GIRLS FROM LEWISHAM
AND SOUTHWARK

TRIALS TAKING PLACE ON
WEDNESDAY 18" JUNE
AGE

YEAR 5

Scan here
to register
your interest
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The Nest operates adrop-in service every
Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
Therapeutic practitioners and support
workers can offer 1:1 emotional support,
information & advice and signpost you to the

! FATHER'S appropriate services.

\ .

! GROUP Drop-In Service | The Nest

] Join a 12-week course fo

improve your parenting skills
l.'v ¢ N |

f ol o -

t‘ — SENsational

- :

[ o e Stay & Play

1 seokarua g ~oter iy
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Free and wand alona information sessions for pacents
wnd carars on & range of topics « "TAPJIN' to the ones
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4] you noad or complote the set! B -
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Sessions include & : m

* Dogltal Safety - how 10 suppon chicien 1o be safe online
« Ages and Stages - how to support differant
dovelopmentsl stages

. N g - how te | our needs
« Parmnting and Authem WHERA T oW
*» Patenting and ADHD JOIN NOW

* Mote o coma... e Tt T s

L pa— Beth Gilbey B [T~ b
07394 eSS 380 g -2 = T——a T §Te TR e — m
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LITTLE FISH THEATRE
IMMER PROGRAMM
FOR SOUTHWARK CHILDREN
28TH JULY - 8TH AUG "
2025 (MON-FRI) %

AT RYE OAK PRIMARY

The Neurodiversity Family Hub provide specialised clubs
for children & young people with SEND in Southwark, including:
Teen Tribe, Junior Tribe and Tiny Tribe

As well as parent/carer support, including:
Parent Connect, Parent Circle, Walk & Talk, My Advocacy Partner and whole family
gatherings.

https://theneurodiversityfamilyhub.org/

\
.
Ll
| -
"
bl
"3

ne


https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/dropinservice/
https://theneurodiversityfamilyhub.org/

4 - @ Arbor
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Onlme Englnsh (ESOL) Course |
4 .
A FREE 15.wewh Entry lovel online acciedited tourie X
for Southwark residants »
[ 1
] Need help using Arbor?
{ Classes will be on L) Comtact the schosl sfies If you have yusetises sboct Ardar, the
-"} Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10am—12.30pm |’ 000 0 Drutar et - deasiairi
"7 ||
| 25th Fabruary - 26th June 2025 |
-] (oeve-tone sak| 1 Y . 2
plus online Comversation Clabn ]
This tourse will teke place eo Zoom i S Spe oy
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| . Hech Tha avial sikbinee
- To azply 401 8 pace an the course s advaree
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NEW SCHOOL UNIFORM
WEBSITE LAUNCH

o the homepage
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Weidnesdays 5. 30am — 12, 30pm

Learning | g o
EUnhmned i How to get started
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We're using Arbor’s free Parent
Portal and Parent App
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Let's talk PANTS with
Pantosaurus! | NSPCC

NSPCC

Privates are private [+

v o Always remember your body
belongs to you

: No means no [+

Talk about secrets that upset you ©

Speak up, someone can help [+]
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FREE SEWING
MEMDING STATION

TOR (ETALS & TO RDHUSTIR
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A fire can start in any room and the effects can be devastating, even a small fire in your home can
lead to substantial damage and expensive repairs. The LFE want to stop fires from happening and
that is why we offer free home fire safety visits to help keep you and your loved ones safe.

What happens during a home fire safety visit 7

Chr firefighters or trained staff will visit you at home, at a time that suits you and carry out a risk
assessment. They will give you advice based on your home and individual needs, this includes;
information on how to prevent fires, the importance of smoke alarms to detect a fire and your escape
plan in the event of a fire.

A visit can take up to B0 minutes or longer if needed and we will fit free smoke alarms if required.

Specialist alarms can be fitted for people who may have a delayed response to escape for example;
strobe light and vibrating pad alarms for those who are desf or hard of hearing.

How to book a Home Fire Safety Visit:
Freephone: 0800 028 4428
Email: smokealarms@london-fire.gov.uk
Text /SMS: 07260 021 319

https:/iwww.london-fire.gov.ukisafety/the-home/home-fire-safety/

Worried about a relative, friend or neighbour ? Although everyone is eligibe for a free home fire
=safety visit, some people with health problems or lifestyle behaviours can have an increased chance of
a fire happening. To help you we have listed some of these examples below:

Increased risk factors can include:
Anyone that smokes; overloaded electrical sockets or poor wiring; unsafe use of candles or naked
flames; previous fires or near misses; cooking left unattended; hoarding of any kind or someone who
lives alone.

They are less able to react because of:

Mental health conditions such as dementia or learning difficutties: no smoke alarms are fitted or they
don't work; alcohal dependency or drug misuss (prescribed or recreational); physical health issues
including sensory impairments eg; hearing or sight.

They have a reduced ability to escape:

Mohbility issues due to a physical disability; age-related problems or as a result of a long-term illness;
escape noutes are not kept clear or are blocked due to actions such as hoarding or conditions that
affect decision making.

If you know anyone who has any combination of these risk factors, give them our details to arrange
a free home fire safety visit or simply ask them if they would like you to book a visit for them.

Remember -This is not an exhaustive list, if you are unsure please contact us for extra advice.

O 2
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to' Kknow about

BSCHOOIYAVOIDANCE!

:'
N |
{ Emotionally Based School Avoidance is a term used to refer to reduced attendance
i or non-attendance at school by a child or young person. It's often rooted in
emotional, mental health or wellbeing issues. The rate of children who miss school

U DERSTAND,NG more than 10% of the time in and has more than doubled since before CT F
SC‘NV)OL AVO,DANCE ‘mpcll(f)lzer:l:: r:sing froE:\g I'O.Q?Ari\n 2018-19?20 2;3"/3:1 ;’022-2;ef i SCH:)%?AAVO?DANCE

LEARNING AND
- 780 ¥ DEVELOPMENT

ey

School reft oun y imp ayoung

68
REASONS FOR ABSENCE

School avoidance is sometimes underpinned
by several factors rather than one single cause.
This could include something going on for the i RS
child or young person within the family or at person’s | g and ¢ t

school. A child may have caring responsibilities school on a regular basis not only supports

at home, for instance, or a change in family d ‘ ! || ‘I A " ¥ " "N B B W w ®E m m m | 9cademicattainmentbutisalsoimportantfor
dynamics; bullying and friendship difficulties at the development of key life skills and the growth _____
school; pressure to achieve in schoolwork and of children and young people as citizens.

" l.m =

exams; or moving from primary schoolto
LONG-TERM OUTCOMES n' "

secondary school.
2 I EERERRERR
The difficulties associated with school

LR — it
non-attendance can be far reaching and may

PATTERNS OF ABSE NCE ¢
' have a negative impact on long-term

You may notice patterns in regular absences b .|
or children regularly expressing that they don't outcomes. it may, for ple, lead to
future aspirations, poor emotional regulation,

want to attend school (particulary being
reluctant to leave home on school days). If a mental health difficulties, limited academic
child or young person is neurodiverse, there is progress and restricted employment
some evidence to suggest there are more opportunities.
aspects of school life which can cauu dl:tress
~ such as changes in the envi X g -* T e——
of routine and sensory stimuli. CYCLE OF ABSENCE '5
- — ‘) s | F

COM pLA ,NTS ABO(JT ' Consistent absences may contribute to

sustained school avoldance over time. Further i

YM to this, the longer a pupilis out of education, the
Y pHyS,CAL S pTOMs 8 "k ’ Y ‘ W morelikelyitis thatthere Is arise in their
- | = ongoing need to avold the activity which is

There may be an increase in a child or young . ; : ﬁ | g 5 ?&Mm " 2L vi':y; their desire -‘r§
person’s complaints about physical symptoms, ‘ m to stay athome. 1y
particularly on school days or the evening 1 H—1-
before school. These could Include complaining
of a tummy ache, headache, or saying they fool i

ill when there d 't to be a medi:
cause. Always check with the GP first to rule out
medical causes or iliness.

«y 7
WORK TOGETHER M MANAGING OVERWHELMING FEELINGS

Ifthere’s a concern about a child’s absence and emotional wellbeing, it’s important
that there is clear communication and a consistent approach between the child’s the child’s worries, listen and discuss a range of coping strategies together to help
parents and the school, so you can take a child-centred approach together them face the discomfort and overwhelming feelings. These could include
towards a plan of support or reintegration. This ensures a consistency of approach mindfulness, deep breathing or going for a walk and practice the strategies in less
from both home and school, creating better for the child. overwhelming situations first.

While there may be times you feel frustrated or angry, try to stay calm; acknowledge

REDUCE STIMULATING ACTVITIES AT HOME

If a child Is avoiding school, reduce their to more stimulating activities
(such as hi levision, playing g and spending time with friend )

dressed, packing their bag and leaving the house. A during school I\oun, where possible. This red the p i for the child havlng
which is calm and limited time on screens can also give children much naeded _. rewarding experiences at home which could be Inmrptotcd as a positive aspect of
predictability and familiarity. Schools can help create a timetabled routine for ~ avoiding school.

the child’s school day, if required.

Meet Qur Expert \ The
With 30 years’ experience as a teacher, trainer, consultant and interim [~ ‘ d e National

FOLLOW REGULAR ROUTINES

Children can benefit from a regular and consistent routine. This could be a
morning routine, from waking up and having breakfast Ihrough to gmhg

executive board member, Anna Bateman has a superb understanding
of what works in pedagogy, school improvement and leadership. She
has also advised the Department for Education on their mental heaith
green paper.

nesda® . College’
-

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: nationalcollege.com/guides/school-avoidance

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o’ @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.05.2024
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