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Dear Parents and Carers, Dates For Your Diary
We are so proud of our year 6 pupils who Tower Bridge
worked so very hard during the SATS this week, Tuesday 20th May - Groundwork coffee morning
we hope they have a very relaxing weekend. Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May - HALF TERM -
They have lots more to look forward to in the SCHOOL CLOSED
coming weeks. Monday 2nd June - Back to school - gates open
8.45am
We’re really looking forward to seeing the Tuesday 1st July - Sports Day Y1-6 (DATE CHANGE)
children’s homework projects next week. It is Wednesday 2nd July - EYFS Sports Day
always a joy to celebrate their effort and Wednesday 16th July (AM) - Sunshine Class
creativity! celebration assembly
We have many children on track for a blue Robert Browning
wristband for 100% attendance and punctuality Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May - HALF TERM -
for summer 1 and 98% attendance to be entered SCHOOL CLOSED
into the attendance hamper raffle which is QA(:#n;:\?: 2nd June - Back to school - gates open

fantastic. Please continue supporting your child

to attend school everyday on time. e cavlsea VRS PR

TBC - Sports Day

Friday 18th July- 2.45pm- EYFS Celebration of
learning assembly

Tuesday 22nd July- Break up at 1pm.

Please see page 8 of the newsletter for a new
page sharing information for parents of children
in year 5 about secondary school open days. If

your child is in year 5 this is a good time for you

i i Snowsfields
to be researching schools and planning open day Wednesday 21st May 3:30pm Red Class Fundraiser
visits. Thursday 22nd May 3:30pm Purple class Fundraiser
Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May - HALF TERM -
Have a restful weekend and remember that the SCHOOL CLOSED
school reopens on Monday at 8:45am. Monday 2nd June - Back to school - gates open
8.45am

Tuesday 1st July - Sports Day (DATE CHANGE)

— Tues. 15th July - Sunshine class Graduation, 10am

Q/ The Neurodiversity Family Hub Thursday 17th July - Year 6 End of year show 2pm
Please find the link here for the Neurodiversity Term Dates 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 are on the
Family Hub which provides activities for Federation website
children in three age categories: under 5, 6-11 Term Dates - The Bridges Federation
years and 11-18 years of age. They are based at
Mint Street Park Adventure playground. 14 Term time holidays will not be authorised.

Weller Street SE1 1QU Other important dates for this year can also be found
) on the school website here:

Diary - The Bridges Federation



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/term-dates/
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/diary/
https://theneurodiversityfamilyhub.org/youth-hub/mjt-my-junior-tribe

Tower ph This week the pupils in Year 6 took their SATs exce"ence'
' R[] @@ E %ﬂi W Tests. We are so proud of the hard work and 2
ﬁﬁ*]@ . resilience they have shown over the past few enjoyment

months. Although the tests are important, this Qnd effort
week we are celebrating the creative learning

which takes place at school every single day.

PRIMARY SCHOOL

[ value of the week |
TOWERBRIDGE


https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6
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Thank you to everyone who attended the sessions last term- we hope you found them
usefull Dates for this term:
Tuesday 20th May: Ideas for playing with your children
Tuesday 3rd June: Autism and play
Tuesday 17th June: Planning the school holidays.

Last week, children across the school took part in a range of special activities to
commemorate VE Day. They listened carefully in a special assembly to find out more
about VE Day. They learnt some war time dances and songs and wore some clothes from
that era. They decorated biscuits and made paper aeroplanes. They also enjoyed a

special picnic.
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Tate Modern 25" Anniversary
TR

\Lo‘/ Year 5 took part in a series of
¥

workshops to celebrate Tate
! Modern’s 25" Anniversairy.
- 1%

» In science, Green class have been
* classifying animals and plants by
" their characteristics and habitats
‘a using sorting diagrams. They then
'A' ) went into the garden to find |
et :'; leaves and .plants to clrassif% j}

-

The year 1 children had a
great time at the Unicorn

second workshop with the
Unicorn Theatre. The children
had a wonderful time
engaging in sensory play with
coconut snow, and chasing
| giant bubbles around the

PN g:,, Year 2 enjoyed a
“yill outdoor science g8
lessoninthe 7}
garden
investigating
plants.

Sunshine class read ==
the story ‘Giraffes #

partin a lively hot- =%,
| seating activity, where
' the children asked
Gerald the Giraffe
some thoughtful
questions.

w» ! Years 3and 6

enjoyed a ‘Reading |=
Buddies’ session
in the sunshine!
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Our school value this week is:
E - Excellence, Enjoyment, Effort

tz1
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Reading
Raffle
Winners

Our core value this week
is: Resilience

Times Tables
Rock Stars

Our school value this week is:
Friendly

F - Fun and

Reading
Raffle
Winners




% present |ates Total

Year 1 09.48% 2 275
Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 100% S 375 week beginning 6/5/2025: 97.23%
Year 3 97.92% 8 75
Year4 95.8% o 250 1st Place Attendance: Year 2
Year 5 95.5% 9 0 1st Place Punctuality: Year 1
Year 6 96.1% 5 150
o Absence | Lates Total
3
—— Year 1 0 2 100%
Year 2 0 4 100%
Overall whole school attendance 0
for week beginning: 6/5/2025: Year 3 2 4 99.01%
96.62% Year 4 8 4 95.98%
Year 5 6 2 97.40%
1st Place Attendance: Y1 & Y2 Year 6 11 6 94.58%
1st Place Punctuality: Y1 & Y5
Absence |Lates Total i
Year 1
2 2
8 S0 Overall whole school attendance for
Year 2 18 9 125 week beginning: 6/5/2025:
Year 3 2 3 400 96.48%
Year 4 1 9 175
Near 5 1st Place Attendance: Y4
6 4 325 1st Place Punctuality: Y3
Year 6 9 12 175
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable full time education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e  Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to illness. This may be in cases where:

e Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting supportin place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can 1 do?

The first step is to talk to us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still do
everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/



https://bsky.app/profile/robertbrowning.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/towerbridgeschool.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/snsprimary.bsky.social
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf
https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/

Q Uk
¥

g Harris Academ

2009 | 2015 | 2019 | 2025

#ProudToBeHA

fRSDOCMONGsy Yy Of

student

What Ofsted said about us
and community events—foliow us!
13

ing in
dsay, §

Ce—
“Pupils benefit from

BRrmonK

© any questions at admissionsia
E oy

ark Rad

Keep up with the latest school news,

Ofsted Outstand
achlevements

-~

eyl

4.7,

X




SATURDAY
24™ MAY

BERMONDSEY
VILLAGE HALL

N ] >
OSPORTSNETVORK
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: Half Term Family Workshops

Plant Power ~
) time play ! £ Edible plants Wednesday 28" May 10am-3pm
Children aged 511 - join us for FREE ’ } Maedicinal Plants Thursday 29" May 10am - 3pm
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sessions run Tuesday-Thursday

Funded by
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09:30 - 15:30

27th - 30th May 2026

% Lewisham Disability
Sports Network presents

% Lewisham
e Inclusive
Festival
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T8 Register below or scen the OA coce ™ .
TUESDAY - FRIDAY e/ /Bt lu/LewishamMylt ooy ,-_ -\.
10:00AM - 15:00PM 3 o W m&. ;:
£12 PER DAY OR £40 L e K m‘:‘:‘
FOR MORE DETAILS
EMAIL:




The Nest operates adrop-in service every
Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
Therapeutic practitioners and support
workers can offer 1:1 emotional support,
information & advice and signpost you to the

! FATHER'S appropriate services.

\ .

! GROUP Drop-In Service | The Nest
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improve your parenting skills
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* Dogltal Safety - how 10 suppon chicien 1o be safe online
« Ages and Stages - how to support differant
dovelopmentsl stages

. N g - how te | our needs
« Parmnting and Authem WHERA T oW
*» Patenting and ADHD JOIN NOW
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LITTLE FISH THEATRE
IMMER PROGRAMM
FOR SOUTHWARK CHILDREN
28TH JULY - 8TH AUG "
2025 (MON-FRI) %

AT RYE OAK PRIMARY

The Neurodiversity Family Hub provide specialised clubs
for children & young people with SEND in Southwark, including:
Teen Tribe, Junior Tribe and Tiny Tribe

As well as parent/carer support, including:
Parent Connect, Parent Circle, Walk & Talk, My Advocacy Partner and whole family
gatherings.

https://theneurodiversityfamilyhub.org/

\
.
Ll
| -
"
bl
"3

ne


https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/dropinservice/
https://theneurodiversityfamilyhub.org/
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WEBSITE LAUNCH
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Let's talk PANTS with
Pantosaurus! | NSPCC

NSPCC

Privates are private [+

v o Always remember your body
belongs to you

: No means no [+

Talk about secrets that upset you ©

Speak up, someone can help [+]
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FREE SEWING
MEMDING STATION
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A fire can start in any room and the effects can be devastating, even a small fire in your home can
lead to substantial damage and expensive repairs. The LFE want to stop fires from happening and
that is why we offer free home fire safety visits to help keep you and your loved ones safe.

What happens during a home fire safety visit 7

Chr firefighters or trained staff will visit you at home, at a time that suits you and carry out a risk
assessment. They will give you advice based on your home and individual needs, this includes;
information on how to prevent fires, the importance of smoke alarms to detect a fire and your escape
plan in the event of a fire.

A visit can take up to B0 minutes or longer if needed and we will fit free smoke alarms if required.

Specialist alarms can be fitted for people who may have a delayed response to escape for example;
strobe light and vibrating pad alarms for those who are desf or hard of hearing.

How to book a Home Fire Safety Visit:
Freephone: 0800 028 4428
Email: smokealarms@london-fire.gov.uk
Text /SMS: 07260 021 319

https:/iwww.london-fire.gov.ukisafety/the-home/home-fire-safety/

Worried about a relative, friend or neighbour ? Although everyone is eligibe for a free home fire
=safety visit, some people with health problems or lifestyle behaviours can have an increased chance of
a fire happening. To help you we have listed some of these examples below:

Increased risk factors can include:
Anyone that smokes; overloaded electrical sockets or poor wiring; unsafe use of candles or naked
flames; previous fires or near misses; cooking left unattended; hoarding of any kind or someone who
lives alone.

They are less able to react because of:

Mental health conditions such as dementia or learning difficutties: no smoke alarms are fitted or they
don't work; alcohal dependency or drug misuss (prescribed or recreational); physical health issues
including sensory impairments eg; hearing or sight.

They have a reduced ability to escape:

Mohbility issues due to a physical disability; age-related problems or as a result of a long-term illness;
escape noutes are not kept clear or are blocked due to actions such as hoarding or conditions that
affect decision making.

If you know anyone who has any combination of these risk factors, give them our details to arrange
a free home fire safety visit or simply ask them if they would like you to book a visit for them.

Remember -This is not an exhaustive list, if you are unsure please contact us for extra advice.

O 2
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints ond tips, pk visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parelnlts & EducatorsiNeed to‘\l(now about; L‘
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Still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft is a bastion of creativity and community, with hundreds of
millions of players building and crafting in its almost endless world. The popularity of Minecraft among
gamers of all ages means it's important to remain informed about the game, including how to play it safely
WHAT ARE and whether it's suitable for the children in your care. That's why we've created this guide explaining the

T“E R'SVsS’ risks associated with Minecraft and how to ensure a purely enjoyable gaming experience.

PUBLIC SERVERS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

With public servers being so easily accessible in

Minecraft, it's highly likely that children will end

' up chatting with strangers through the in-game
text chat. Some servers even pleeo an omphnsls

on ooclol inter

- -

SCARY ELEMENTS

While Minecraft can be seen as a kind E

of ‘digital LEGO', certain game modes include
creatures accompanied by eerie sound effects, k
*

These can bo a bit too Mghunlng for lom.

vrr-r

and other
s - although the bat is quite basic
and free from any roal dopiction of vloloncn

| | B
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Some players in Minecraft take R THT TN

plomuro ln dellbomoly damcglng —
ol .

This bohav'our, lmown as grloﬂng', is aform of
bullying = iti ly ruins else’s
experience by erasing hours of thelr work and
forcing them to start over. Many public servers
regard griefing as a serious offence and often
ban those who engage in it.

- BNV
ADDICTIVENESS r

Mi ft's focus on creativi

that, as with any creative ondoovour, it
can be easy to get carried away. If your child is
finding it difficult to manage Mr time because
they're d in by N ft lay loop
of resource gathering and buﬂdhg olcboroto
projects, itcould have a lmoek-on effect on their
social | and sch

b plcymwhuo thml
nothing lnhounlly wrong with this, it does carry
certain risks. In oddition to the concerns around
= speaking with strangers online, players who
host their own servers may have their IP
addresses exposed, posing o further security
concern.
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ApDITIONAL {8 'S

PURCHASES

Mlnocrcﬂ is uvallubh asafreetrialona
y of d s; h , the full game

quires a one-off purch which is typically
around £15. After thm, players havo the optlon to
buy additional tic upg
to Mi ft Real | ltun irely
optional subscription service that onow: users
to run their own private server to play with
friends. Without proper supervision, younger
players may end up making unintended or

—

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE 1 HOST A PRIVATE SERVER TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows " The easiest way to find a safe server for children At some point in their lives, almost everyone will

to play A ft without having to contend to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to server prevents strangers from finding it, unless - about online safety, therefors, is ial - as is having a
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is they've been given its address and p d. A pri plan for dealing with any hostile or difficult people. It's
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term server also lots you control who's allowed to enter and — if important that a child knows never to tell a stranger
project, g g special without the threat of necessary - ban anyone who shouldn't be there. This is ™ about themseives online and that they should come to

and t g you or d ging your the closest equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft. you straight away if they do encounter a problem.
building. Hosting a private server, h will costa hlyfee. ©

(] |

Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an ise in fi ion for u - As a creative building |ool Mlnoeran mckcs it groot lun for emldron to team
players who don’t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a wealth of material up and vastb dby i much
online and in video format to help you leamn the basics. Just be mindful that some like working with LEGO or model kits. Ploylng ina gome modo that includos
of this content may not be appropriate for children, so you should consider les can ge critical thinking and te , you should
watching it yourself first. consider which game mode is appropriate for lho child In your care.

AN Tudl..
Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coombes is Gaming Editor at the Daily Star, and has worked in
games media for more than 6 years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he
is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety for
children of all ages.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.05.2025




