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Newsletter 17th October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are very excited for the activities that are planned
for International Week next week where our theme is
Voices of the World: Power and Pride. Parents we are
looking forward to you joining us for stay and learn
sessions and International Week performances. All
dates are in the dates for your diary box. Please can
your child plan the costume/outfit they will wear on
the day of the International Week performance.

Halloween and Firework safety tips

Halloween can be an exciting time of year for children,
dressing up and going out after dark. The Child
Accident Prevention Trust some top safety tips.

Did you know sparklers can burn 16 times hotter than a
kettle? Or how easy it is to buy powerful rockets
unsuited to family gardens. With Bonfire Night and
Diwali quickly approaching, please click on the link for
Firework safety advice.

Please check that the Arbor App is working on your
phone, we are now taking payments on Arbor. Please
go to the school shop on the App. You can make the £5
contribution towards outings for your child for the
year. We may occasionally ask for a further
contribution to one outing a year.

Pupil Review Meetings: Bookings are open on the Arbor
App until Monday 27/10/2025 at 3:30pm for the parent
teacher meetings which take place on 12/11/2025.

Breakfast club: From 3rd November breakfast club will
now cost £2 per child and we will no longer be offering
a discount for siblings.

Have a lovely weekend. Gates open at 8:45am on
Monday.

Dates For Your Diary

Tower Bridge
20th - 24th October - International Week and Curriculum
Cafes at 9:00am - 20/10 - Year 2; 21/10 - Year 5; 22/10 -
Year 1 and Year 6; 23/10 - Year 4; 24/10 - Reception
Wednesday 22nd October - International Week
Performance for parents 3pm
Friday 24th October - Breakup Half term 3.30pm
Wednesday 12th November - Parent Teacher Meetings
Friday 14th November - Children in Need Fundraising
Day

Robert Browning
20th - 24th October-International Week stay and
learn sessions for parents 8.45am - 9.15am,20/10:
Y2,21/10: Y4 & Rainbow®@ 3pm,22/10: Y1,Y3 & Y6
Thursday 23rd October - International Week
Performance for parents at 2.45pm
Friday 24th October - Breakup for Half
Term@3.30pm
Wednesday 12th November Parent Teacher Meetings

Snowsfields
20th - 24th October - International Week stay and
learn sessions for parents 8:45-9:15 am 20/10:Green
class, 21/10 Red class, 22/10:Sunshine & Blue class,
23/10:0range & Purple class, 24/10:Rainbow &
Yellow class
Wednesday 22nd October - International Week
Performance for parents at 3pm
Friday 24th October - Breakup Half term 3.30pm
Wednesday 12th November Parent Teacher Meetings

Parents of Children in Year 6

If your child is in Year 6 you will need to complete the e-
Admissions online application and make your 6 choices.
Please speak to a member of the leadership team if you
need further support. The e-Admissions deadline 31/10/25
is in half term. We advise you to complete the application
before the half term break.

Please click on the link: eAdmissions

Term Dates 2025-2026 are on the Federation
website
Term Dates - The Bridges Federation
Term time holidays will not be authorised.
Other important dates for this year can also be
found on the school website here:
Diary - The Bridges Federation
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Tuesday 21* October - Blue Class ””””Iﬂ”l ”M
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Some of the girls from Blue and
Purple Class went to the Oval this

week to take part in a cricket - y A
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worksho.

Thank you to all the parents from Yellow Class who were able to attend
A the Curriculum Cafe this week. It was lovely to see so many of you
. working with your children.

Year 1 and Year 2 went to the
Unicorn Theatre this week to
watch a relaxed showing of

“The Three Little Pigs”.
—— THE UK’S THEATRE FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES

They said it made them laugh and
feel scared all at the same time,
especially the Big Bad Wolf.

This year, School Council have chosen ®uwa. © = 0556 ¥
to support Children In Need as their %ha%r;%n “
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https://twitter.com/Butterfly_TB
https://twitter.com/CaterpillarTb
https://twitter.com/TBRedClass
https://twitter.com/TBOrangeClassY2
https://twitter.com/TBYellowClassY3
https://twitter.com/TBGreenClassY4
https://twitter.com/TBBlueClassY5
https://twitter.com/TBPurpleClassY6
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Autumn Fundraising Event

This will be on Wednesday 22nd October at
3.30pm. There will be lots of yummy cakes,
warm food and other autumnal treats!
Donations of food needed and volunteers to
help with setting up and selling items that will
be on sale. All proceeds raised will go to
cooking club with Shanaz on a Wednesday.

Pioneer Dance Half Term Workshop @Snowsfields
Pioneer Dance, led by Chantal our dance specialist
is running a half term workshop at Snowsfields
Primary School. Also open to Robert Browning
children in Year 1 - 6 to attend.

Lots of DANCE, FUN and ACTIVE activities!
Monday 27th October 2025, 9am - 4pm

Limited Spaces

Payment Link:
https://pioneerdance.bigcartel.com/product/pionee
r-dance-half-term-workshop-south-london-1-day

Readm Buddles
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The children in year one explored a range of objects,

sorting them into ‘past’ and ‘present’ They discussed

what each item was used for and compared them to
modern day alternatives.

estival of Sports

Some of our pupils took part in this week’s Festival of Sports - a
fun inclusive event full of teamwork, enthusiasm and smiles!

Year 3 and year 6 had a brilliant reading
buddy session this week. The children
were fully engaged and really enjoyed

reading their books.
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The children in Sunshine class loved exploring the garden this week! They collected autumnz_

V- A % ~ leaves and used them to make beautiful leaf rubbings. - . ¢*
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This week in Rainbow, the children took partin role

Red Class had a fantastic time at the Teddy play at the doctor’s surgery. They explored general
Bear Hospital, run by students from King’s medical vocabulary and discussed different &
College London! The children took part in fun, symptoms that patients might experience, using a
hands-on activities to learn about doctors, core board to support their communication. They

hospitals, and how to care for others also learned about having an injection and practised
: . . this safely using a role play syringe (withouta
=~ needle). | &

Year 6 have been enjoying their drumming '
sessions. They’re learning new rhythms and
techniques as they prepare a special drumming
performance for International Week.

This week in Science,
Blue Class learned all
about friction! The ‘
children tested different
surfaces around the |
school by measuring
how far a toy car could
travel on each one.



Absences Lates  Total P\

Tower Brvdge Bt

Year 1 4% 13 250
Overall whole school attendance for
Vel 2 6 2 375 week beginning 06/10/2025: 95.13%
Year 3 0 2 625
Year 4 / 10 300 1st Place Attendance: Year 3
Year 5 8 9 100 1st Place Punctuality: Year 3 and year 2
Year 6 14 V4 7 100
st Absence Lates Total
BORIAT BACENING |
Year 1 5 4 96.88%
Overall whole school attendance Year 2 12 2 94.29%
for week beginning: 6/10/2025: Year 3 2 2 99%
96.9% Year 4 5 2 98.21%
Year 5 11 4 95.77%
1st Place Attendance: Y3 Year 6 3 3 98.66%
1st Place Punctuality: Y2, Y3 & Y4
Absence |Lates Total i
Year 1
7 2 450 Overall whole school attendance
Year 2 for week beginning:6/10/2025:
ear 11 2 375 ginning
Year 3 94.55%
ear 23 8 150 °
Year 4
10 1 700 1st Place Attendance: Y1
Year 5 1st Place Punctuality: Y4
ear 14 4 175 y
Y 6
ear 8 4 300
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Reading and Times Table
Rockstar Raffle Winners

QOur school value this week is: B -
Be the best you can be - believel

Our core value this week is: Reading Raffle | &
Respect Winners

Times Tables

‘w Rock Stars

Our school value this week is:
F - Fun and Friendly

Reading
Raffle
Winners
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ATTENDANCE UPDATE

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. We want to work with you to ensure that
attendance for pupils at the Bridges Federation is the best it can be.

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable full time education. This means
making sure your child is in school every day except when

e Your child is too ill to go to school.

e  You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend. You should only
ask for this in exceptional circumstances. Generally, a holiday will not be classed as an exceptional
circumstance.

e  Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance.

If my child needs to be absent from school, what do | need to do?
You should contact us as early as possible (no later than 10am) on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do
not, we will contact you to find out where they are.

My child is ill. What should | do?
If your child is ill, read the NHS’s ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ advice to help you decide whether they can go to
school. Contact us as soon as possible to let us know that they will be absent.

Do | need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related absence?
We may ask for medical evidence when your child is absent due to iliness. This may be in cases where:

e  Your child is regularly absent due to illness, to assess how we can help by putting support in place.

e We have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a conversation has not resolved the issue.
If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors will
not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous
consultations (including from the NHS App.)

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the
school day whenever reasonably possible.

My child is struggling to attend school. What can | do?

The first step is to talk to us about why your child is missing school, and what help we can give. You should still do
everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and support to be put into
place. Information on who you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for attendance,
can be found in our attendance policy on the website. We follow the expectations laid out in the DfE guidance
‘Working together to improve school attendance.’

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-quide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-
Aug-version.pdf

https://thebridgesfederation.org.uk/home/attendance/
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Parent/carer support
at Robert Browning

With Anna, Toni and Courtney

?t‘

mﬁ We offer non-judgemental and
confidential support for
parent/cargrs of children with
anxiety and challenging behaviour

Tea/ coffee Morning

Upcoming dates:
o 23rd September:Black Thrive project presentation
o 7th October: Getting to knaw your area Q
o 213t October : Learning at homse
e &th November: Understanding ADHD "ﬁ
e 18™ November: Emotion reguiation ; j]

J | L

For more information please contact:

anna.geissmann@groundwork.org.uk CRANGING



How to keep children safe this Halloween
and Firework safety tips

Halloween can be an exciting time of year
for children, dressing up and going out
after dark. But, whilst Halloween is
supposed to be spooky there are some
horrors that families will want to avoid.
The Child Accident Prevention Trust has
some top tips for a safe Halloween.

Did you know sparklers can burn 16 times
hotter than a kettle? Or how easy it is to
buy powerful rockets unsuited to family
back gardens”? With Bonfire Night and

Diwali quickly approaching, Child Accident

Prevention Trust's Firework safety advice

hub covers all the safety essentials.



https://capt.org.uk/
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OPEN EVENINGS

WEDNESDAY 17 September 4-6pm
P THURSDAY 25 September 4-6pm
WEDNESDAY 8 October 4-6pm

Join us at an Open Event 7
[~y Heudreacher s taik in the Hall at 4:30pm & 5:30pm
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Free Jumper &
Beret for all
Year 7 starter
students In 2025

4. Haberdashers'
2\ Borough Academy

A world beyond the classroom bR & 2028

Join us for an open event
. 'um‘
Open Momings

Open Evening
Wed 1, 8&15

Thursday 2

www.habsborough.org.uk/admissions/open-events
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Visit our Southwark secondary
academy this month
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2025 Open Events
For pupals starting September 2026
ng From 16:4

Thursday 18" September 2025

Monday 22 September 2025
Wednesday 1 October 2025
Thursday 9% October 2025

Saturday 11* October 2025
Frnday 17* October 2025

o Oick Here to register
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" PIONEERDANCE  Pioneer Dance, iedbyct;anmlourdancespecialist
= BTN HALF TERM WORKSHOP /. IS funning

DANCE, FITIESS, MOVEMENT, SPORT & MORE! . ahalf term workshop at Snowsfields Primary

- Opento children Year 1= 6in the Bridges :
1 ~ Federation, o
' f Lots of DANCE and FUN, ACTIVE activities! fe
oy ra - Wednesday 29th October 2025 A
i B ~ 9am-4pm
- - Cost: £24.99
%o - Limited Spaces
= , | - Payment Link:
_ * - httpsi//ploneerdance bigeartel. com/product/plane
R - er-dance-half-term-workshop-south-iondon-1-day
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CAMP GR£EN
HORIZON

v 2025

Would you like to ladrm more about the naturnf workd this
hall term? Would you like 10 spend time with

AMm andd wildlite?

Join us at The Famm for a jam packed week of

0001530
Mlock History Arts & Cultural Crafts Fun Day

storytefing frem oround the world
orts & crofts

sty & phay

song & derwe

Crafts : Games | Gardening | Conservation

¥y FREE" | Ages 3 -14 years

Can’t make tho 2pm peck up? For £10 a day, join games chub
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%4 Let's talk PANTS with
o 2% Pantosaurus! | NSPCC
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Privates are private

Always remember your body o
belongs to you

; oyt w DAL ' No means no )
+ X e Ko £ et Talk about secrets that upset you &
TP Ry Speak up, someone can help [+

E-bikes and e-scooters are
London’s fastest growing

FIRERISK I oo

Freephone: 0800 028 4428
Thero was an e-bike or o-scooter fire bl
in London in 2023 every two days E

fga : .1 ; Email: smokealarms@london-
#ChargeSafe

FS159A Versio
fire.gov.uk
® Buy your e-bike or e-scooter from a reputable seller.

@ Never block your escape routes with an e-bike
or e-scooter.

® Only use the correct charger for your battery,
otherwise you can greatly increase the risk of fire.

® Never charge your e-bike or e-scooter unattended or
whilst your sleeping.
® Don't modify or tamper with the batteries.

vill Bthebacknby

: ; . IF THE DOOR IS HOT IF THE DOO!
@ Get a professional to carry out an e-bike conversion. ieon

® Fit working smoke alarms where you're storing or
charging your e-bike or e-scooter.

® Never try and tackle a fire yourself. Get away safely
and call 999.

waep (o closedd and block e gap al

e bt 1o stop Smok= 2oming o

For advice on how to keep yourself and those around you safe,
scan the QR code or visit london-fire. gov.uk/chargesafe
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LONDON FIRE BRIGADE
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The Nest operates adrop-in service every

, Saturday between 10:30 and 14:30.
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The Neurodiversity Family Hub provide specialised clubs : bk TR AT

for children & young people with SEND in Southwark, including: s i
Teen Tribe, Junior Tribe and Tiny Tribe e - ittt 4n

As well as parent/carer support, including:
Parent Connect, Parent Circle, Walk & Talk, My Advocacy Partner and whole family
gatherings.
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https://www.evelinalondon.nhs.uk/our-services/community/community-speech-and-language-therapy/chattertime.aspx
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A fire can start in any room and the effects can be devastating, even a small fire in your home can
lead to substantial damage and expensive repairs. The LFE want to stop fires from happening and
that is why we offer free home fire safety visits to help keep you and your loved ones safe.

‘What happens during a home fire safety visit 7 ~'

‘Crur firefighters or trained staff will visit you at home, at a time that suits you and carry out a risk =
assessment. They will give you advice based on your home and individual needs. this includes;
infarmation on how to prevent fires, the importance of smoke alarms fo detect a fire and your escape
plan in the event of a fire.

A visit can take up to 80 minutes or longer if needed and we will fit free smoke alarms if required.

Specialist alarms can be fitted for people who may have a delayed response fo escape for example:
strobe light and vibrating pad alarms for those who are desf or hard of hearing.

How to book a Home Fire Safety Visit:
Freephone: 0800 028 4428
Email: smokealarms@london-fire.gov.uk
Text /SMS: 07860 021 319

https:/iwww.london-fire.gov.ukisafety/the-home/home-fire-safety/ L

Worried about a relative, friend or neighbour ? Although everyone is eligible for a free home fire
safety visit, some people with health problems or lifestyle behaviours can have an increased chance of
a fire happening. To help you we have listed some of these examples below:

Increased risk factors can include:
Anyone that smokes; overloaded electrical sockets or poor wiring: unsafe use of candles or naked

flames; previous fires or near misses; cooking left unattended; hoarding of any kind or someone who
lives alone.

They are less able to react because of: 4.‘

Mental health conditions such as dementia or leaming difficulties; no smoke alarms are fitted or they
don't work; alcohol dependency or drug misuse (prescribed or recreational); physical health ssues
including sensery impairments eg; hearing or sight.

They have a reduced ability to escape:

Mobility issues due to a physical disability; age-related problems or as a result of a long-term illness;
ascape routes ane not kept clear or are blocked due to actions such as hoarding or condifions that
affect decision making.

If you know anyone who has any combination of these risk factors, give them our details to armange
a free home fire safety visit or simply ask them if they would like you to book 3 visit for them. 4

Remember -This is not an exhaustive list, if you are unsure please contact us for exira advice.
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